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this calm persistency, this coolness which great men
exhibit on momentous occasions, turns with time into
indifference and sluggishness, when their fervor is
dulled by age. The most zealous explained his im-
mobility as due to the necessity of avoiding excessive
change of place, when in command of a long line,
lest it should be impossible to communicate with the
commander-in-chief." Alas! why had he not stayed
at Saint Cloud?

The victory itself was silent and sombre. In the
face of this huge slaughter, the generals ceased to
flatter him. During the contest, Marshal Ney, indig-
nant that Napoleon refused to make use of the Guard,
exclaimed angrily: "What's the Emperor doing in
the rear of the army? That is the place for defeat, not
for success. If he doesn't want to fight himself, and
is no longer general, and wants to be Emperor every-
where, let him go back to the Tuileries, and let us
command in his place! " When Napoleon returned
to his tent, a deep melancholy was added to Ms physi-
cal sufferings* There is nothing gloomier than war
when one is ill. As he himself said, "Health is
indispensable in time of war; nothing can take its
place." The Emperor, who had known how to con-
quer, was unable to take advantage of his victory.
He stayed for three days at Mojaisk, the victim of
a severe fever, and was compelled by the IOHH of his
voice, to write, instead of dictating, his orders. At
last, September 12, he was well enough to go to the
front in his carriage. He was but two days from
Moscow.